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ss dy: HE A PUSH-BUTTON MAN ?--OR A MACHINE IN SEARTH OF 
& SOUL Pf SUPER-HEROES WOULD PITY HIM! SUPER- VILLAINS. 
WOULE SCOFF AT HIM! VET... HE IS A MATCH FOR ANY OF 
THEPA LY THIS 1S AN OPYSSEY TO FREECOM .., A’ JOURNEY FOR A 
NAME... FOR ONE WHO /S ONLY A NUMBER 


THIS 1S THE 
MONOLITH, 
WITH A NEW 
PESTINY, TO 
MOLES 


(TS HAPPENEP 
cabsagh 8 THIS THING 


I-IM NOT ° 


CALM POWN. 
STEEL SKIN ¢ 
OR THESE 
WEAPONS 
WILL TEACH 
YOU |HOW/ 
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THIS FLAME-THROWER 
WON'T STOF IT/ 
I-iT’S BUILT TO 
RESIST HEAT S 


AM UNABLE TO HALT HIS OWN PESIRE TO. PONT CALE 
Se MMPROVE HS CREATIONS: MUST CONSTANT ME A THING! 
PLY BK BANGER... AS WELL AS FAILURE, . lM NOT 
SUCH A MOMENT HAS NOW COME TO THE: A THINGY 
= COMPEER» «5 ‘ 


CLOSE ALL SECTION 
POORS / /1T MUST 
NOT ESCAPE” 


I SUPPOSE IT WAS TOO 
MUCH TO HOPE THAT WE/P . 
FINP A WAY TO STOP THIS 
KIN? OF INCIPENT! IM 
AFRAIP WE/RE FACE? WITH 
FAILURE, HAINES/ ¥ 


GOOP LORD! Ye 


ANOTHER 
MOPEL IS OUT 


OF CONTROL! 


THIS IS 


worn poet 
Bx) ASD 
PRR 
CRA OOK) 


IN THAT 
CASE, YOU 
KNOW 
WHAT MUST 
BE. ONES 


PERHAPS A COMPUTER WASN'T MEANT 
TO TH(MK ON ITS OWN! IT MAY BE 


JUST AS 
SIMPLE AS 


WO... WE.JUST WEREN'T 


READY TO GRASP THE 
ANGWER. WE NEEPEP 
MORE TIME... MORE. 


BOCTOR b phy igse “P —/ 
17'S NUMABER K-38 THIS 
TUAE! HE'S GOM 


BERSERK! 


PROUECT 
MUST BE 
SCRAPPED! 
THE 
ae 


MAKES THEM 
GO MAC, 
HAINES ? 


AFTER ALL, 
THEY/RE ONLY 
“THINKING” 
COMPUTERS IN 


|HOWEVER ; IVE PECIPE? TO CETONWATE THE 


EXPLOSIVES WE PLANTED IN EACH OF OUR 
ROBOTS.’ IT WiLL BE ALL OVER IN 


THIRTY MINUTES! 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


a THAT MOMENT, iN THE SECURITY SECTION... ITS METAL SKIN IS KEEP FIRING —? 
700 TOUGH! ITLL IT CAN WRECi 
HERE (7 COMES! ) AIM FOR THE CHEST“ TAKE AN HOUR TO THIS PLACE IN 
MIT IT WATE 5-2 ITS. NERVE CENTERS AN HOUR/ 
YOUR LASER ARE THERES 
RIFLES! ae - 


I-I-1/LL--DESTROY ¥ 
*-ALL-- WHA—/J/? 


Z Zz 


x 


THIS COULD 
MEAN THE Ewe 
FOR ALL THE 


- */ THEYRE \ 

ALL PERSONNEL! CANCELLING 
EVACUATE. THE PROJECTS 

IMMECIATELY/’~ [TOO RS i; 


Vv 
{WE'LL TRY AGAIN. +> 
BUT LET/S GO--BEFORE 
WE BLOW UF WITH OUR / 
SUBUECT/ ra 


y gee PESTRUCTIVE PROCESS (8 CONTINUER SPECTACULAR FINISH 1S IMPOSEP. UPON 
THROUGHOUT THE INSTALLATION. WHEREVER THE PROJECT THAT WOUL? BLENG MAN 
THE MEN=MACHINES: ARE LOCATER == AN. WHE Th MACHINE ANC INITIATE AN EXPL ORATION 
EXPLOSION ERLICTS OF THE STARS. ON THE VAST EXPANSE OF THE 
i % é PESERT COMPLEX, THE REMAINING MOPELS 
: ARE-- RECALLED! —_—_ 


THERE WERE 

TEN OF THE THINGS : ‘ 

IN THAT BARRACKS / fl My THERE GOES THE 
IF YOU ASK ME, \ & TRAINING : 
LI SAY IT’S GOOP J Y SCHOOL--AN? 
RIPPANCE TO A “y THE REST OF 
REAL MENACE! F THOSE MONSTERS! 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE ‘ 


YES.I JUST TALKED TO STACK. HE TOOK 


IOON AFTER: IN THE OFFICE OF POCTOR 
THE NEWS RATHER BAOLY/ BUT, THERE'S 
X-51... THATS TAING HE CAN PO ABOUT IT! THE 
WE/VE ACCOUNTEP THE MOPEL WE BOMB PLANTEP IN X-5S) 1S ACTIVATER/ 
FOR FIFTY OF THE ASSIGNED TO 
THINGS, HAINES --ANO DOCTOR STACK, THE FOOL / 
IVE JUST CHECKER ON ISN‘/T IT? TO TAKE 
X-5l. WHEN AE : di PERSONAL 
DETONATES --THE BOOK — CHARGE OF 
X-51 WAS A 


WILL CLOSE ON 
THIS PROJECT / RECKLESS 


GREAT EXPERIMENTORS I WARNEP you \. --TO TAKE THAT THINKING COMPLITER INTO 
(GHORE AGAINST HiS MOME? TO ATTEMPT TO GIVE ITA 
AWUMAN \DENTITY 2? WHO IS TO SAY. THAT 
HIS /SW°T THE RIGHT COURSE TO FOLLOW/7 


LIKE STACK 
PERSONAL RISK/ ALLOWING 
LOR? KNOWS HOW STACK TO-- 


HE FEELS AT THIS 
MOMENT / 
if : IT MAY YET BE THE SOLUTION 
X-51 1S WOT JUST A = TO OUR PROBLEM, BUT RIGHT 
NUMBER TO HIM! HE'S NOW I’M ANXIOUS FOR STACK 
ALMOST A SOM! j S| 10 LEAVE His HOUSE 
: . THAT BOMB’ GOES OFF, 


Fre ASORATORY-RESICENCE OF POCTOR : I MAVE CERTAIN THAT ONLY THE 
ABEL STACK STANCES FIRM ANP SERENE (N ws GEST PESIGNERS ANP ENGINEERS 
/TS ISOLATED SURROUNDINGS . BUT, AS EACH : PRODUCE? IT/ THAT'S WHY IT WAS 
SECONP PASSES IN’ THE PASTORAL S/LENCE, 2 SO EASY FOR ME TO HANPLE 
THE SHAPOW OF PEATH GROWS STRONGER THE WELLING! 
c ANC DARKER... 
IT 
WASN'T 
PAINFUL. 
I-1 CAN'T 
FEEL PAIN-- 
NOT LIKE 
YOU 7O-- 


s OT 


I’M VERY PLEASE, 


T-THE NUMBER ON MY 
FOREHEAP IS GONE... 
AN? WITH THE 


ALL FOR ME 
THAT A 


DAP. YOUVE PONE 


2 


THANK YOU, AARON . YOUR RESPECT 
AN? GOOP BEHAVIOR HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN GRATIFYING / HOWEVER... 


| EXCEPTION OF MY 
EVES. ..I-I DON/T 


ANYMORE / 


JUST RELAX, 
AARON . T/VE 
f GOT.TO REMOVE 
THIS \N ORPER 
TO INSURE YOUR 
CONTINUED 
GOOP HEALTH! 


WE MUS7IN’T WAIT ANY 
LONGER/ THE MOMENT WE“VE 
ALWAYS TALKER ABOUT HAS 
COMES GET DRESSER? 

AARON... 


> 


FATHER 
CAN PO...’ 


‘Il TRUST | 
YOU, VAP. 
PROCEED. 2 2h 


THERE ..0\TS 
PONE! YOU/LL BE 
\_ FINE NOW-- SOME 


YOU MAY BE GONE FOR A 
LONG TIME! I-IT MAY BE’ 
YEARS BEFORE I SEE 
YOU AGAIN... 


Pees Ty eam 


\ 


CONTINUED A\ 


THERE'S STILL ONE £AS7- 
JOB TO BE DONE! 


“PON’T WORRY; 
VAP. YOU/LL HEAR 


FROM ME. TLL J 


ALWAYS KEEP 
YOu POSTER! 


THIS IS A PHOTO OF MYSELF 
WHICH I/VE KEPT IN AN O42 
BOOK. I-I/P LIKE YOU TO 

vay MEMORZ 


GOOP BOY, AARON! 

SOMEHOW... WE/VE 

ALWAYS HAP? CONFIDENCE 

IN EACH OTHER. WE'VE 
SHARE. 


PERSEVERED... 
TRUE FATHER AND 


"HE COMPUTER WITHIN 17S ee Bees 
CLICKS INTO MOTION. THE EVES FLA 
TWIN BEAMS AT THE ger AN? ZELAY "76 
CONTOURS TO Seat 
MEMORY BANKS 


REMEMBER 

“IT; AARON « 

REMEMBER 
ME... @& 


YOU/VE WEVER 
MAPE ME POUBT 
OR FEAR , PAP / 

I CAN FACE THIS 


oe WILL BE \@ 
ie SIMPLES 


s 


ALL RIGHT; AARON / 


LIFTS LIFT 
CANCEL THE 
GRAVITY 
EQUATION / 


TACK WATCHES AARON VANISH |. HOW WELL MY METHOP? WORKED. 
TOWARP THE SKY... ANP ; TOO WELL, PERHAPS! I TRULY FEEL 
FREECOM... LIKE I/VE LOST A SON/ ; 


A COMPUTER THAT THINKS LIKE-A 2 
THE SECRET WITH MAN-- MUST BE RAISED LIKE _F 
AMAZING EASES | ONE/ BUT... HINPSIGHT 1S i 


AT ANY RATE; I WOA’7 BE THE \ & 
FIRST SCIENTIST TO FORFEIT 4 \ so THERE IS WO 
HIS L4FE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS/ \ ‘ ESCAPE FROM THIS 
\ NS INFERNAL BOMB/ 
IT/LL CETONATE 
NOR WILL I BE THE LAST Z ‘e BEFORE I_RUN 
FATHER TO TAKE THE PLACE FIFTY YARPS/ 
OF HiS BOY... 4 s 


REMEMBER 
ME, AARON! 


f 


Danses OF THE TRAGIC ENP OF HIS MENTOR, 

|S AARON CONTINUES IN FLIGHT, HE COMPUTES 

| ANG ANALYZES THE ELEMENTS AT VARIOUS 

ALTITUCPES ... ANP CONFOUNPS THE SENSES 
OF PASSING SPECTATORS... a 


EY I-\T'6 WWCREOCIGLES 

> SEE IF YOU CAN | 
PICK HIM UP ON 
R OUR WAVE-BANGY! 


| HOLE THE PIAL?) 
HE’S PICKING 


“LET'S CONTACT 
THE AIRPORT? 


IF HES 
7 {TESTING 
SOME WEW / 
77 _ GOVERNMENT 
4 PEVICE,HE‘LL ALSO 
HAVE COMAUMICATION 


THEY SEEMEP STARTLED’ 
I PON'T SUPPOSE THAT 
ANTI-GRAVITY TRAVEL 1S A CITY/IT’'S A VERY ¢ 
WIPELY CARGE ONE, AT 
KNOWN THAT! I-Z'VE 
Z NEVER SEEN 
SO MANY 
BUIL PINGS’ 


MIEN, AS AARON PAUSES IN WONDER... 


eg 
‘ I-I/LL CALL THE 
COPS! THEY Le. 
DO SOMETHING! 


ENCLESS 
ARMY OF > 
“ANTS! 


uve o 
a 
Rise: v 


OKAY! CLOSE IN 

CAREFULLY, GUYS! 
THE FEDS SAY HE’S 

PANGEROUS. 


THEY'VE BEEN 
PISHING OLIT . 


MS HIPPEN CIRCUITS CEVECT THE MILITARY. 

HELICOPTER ARRIVING ON THE SCENE + BUT 

AARON /S MOT SWIFT ENOUGH TO OUT DISTANCE 
THE MISSILES FIREP AT HIM 


ee 


I 


IN TAS: TO HAUL HIM 
TOWN/? Z INS 


ME WITH THEIR - 
WEAPONS! BUT 
IVE COMMITTED 


7 SS > 
vy 
Py 


aS EN \ \> 
IE Os \ 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


THIS LOOKS | 
LIKE A PROPER 
PLACE TO THINK 

THINGS OUT/ 
I-I NEED THE 
TIME... 


J\ARON REACHES SHELTER AB THE GROUP BEYONE 


4 (2 FURIQUSLY CHURNED TO A PULP... 


THEY’RE GOWE/ PERHAPS SOME 
4 BUREAUCRAT’S REALIZEP HIS : f 
SENT JETS TO HUNT g = ee MISTAKE AN? CALLE? OFF THE { 
ME DOWN! B-BUT wan? Y gern es sl STRIKE!’ PAV OFTEN SPOKE ABOUT 2 
WHAT IN HEAVEN'S y 3 ma § r THESE STRANGE ERRORS! 
NAME HAVE I f be 


STILL...MY PRESENCE HAS EVIDENTLY 
STRUCK A @AL CHORP AMONG THE 
AUTHORITIES / WHAT IS IT ABOUT ME 
THAT MAKES THEM REACT SO 
WIOLENTLY? |S THERE SOME 
FACT WHICH PAP WITHHEL 
FOR MY OWN W644-BEING. 


COMPUTER'S ANSWER WOULE BE "IHGUF- 
FICIENT PATA.” BUT, HAVING BEEN 
REAREC AS A HUMAN, AARON /S- MERELY 
PUZZLEP... THEN CEEPLY 
LISTURBEC, 
RENT ¢ 


Su) | -- BUT HOW 
DIFFERENT? THE 


| SCREAMING BLAST OF SONIC BEAMS 
ZAP INTO AARON'S METAL-TOUGH BOLE! 


3 ‘a e 
Wilt Mh 


\ 
CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


PIPN’T THINK WE 
COULP SCRAMBLE YOUR WELL, WE CAN..- 
CIRCUITS, DIP ae AND WE 21/P.¢ 
VUNK BUCKET. 
IT TOOK A LITTLE TIME 
_ FOR ORPINANCE TO PER- 
FECT THE SOMIC. BAZOOKA, || 
BUT iT Fan STOP YOU “a 


I-1 
PON/T 
KNOW 

+ WHAT 
yYouRE |i 
TALKING 


YOUR MASTER! THAT'S ALL --BUT IF YOU GET ANY 
YOU HAVE.TO KNOW, YOU : BIZARRE IDEAS ABOUT 
ANIMATED ESCAPE, JUST KEEP 
4UNCH- BOX! J THANKS TO : YOUR HWEAPL/GHTS 
THOSE MEAT- ON THIS SONIC GUN/ 
HEAPS \N ITLL. BLAST YOU THE 
THE MOMENT YOU BREAK OLIT 
RESEARCH \ OF THAT OLA BOARD 
PIVISION F , AN? OPEN 
YOURE STILL % 
FUNCTIONAL.’ 


BUT... 
Z%é SOON 


COLONEL // 


YOURE WANTED 
IN POCTOR 
+ BROAPHURST’S 


WHY 
IM BEING 
CPT 


JFANTIME, (N THE LABORATORY OFFICE 
OF POCTOR BROAPHURGT» +. 
HE'S $7722 
I DARE SAY; YOU/VE SEEN ANP 


THE BEST 
HEARP FOR YOURSELF, HAINES/ COL, SECURITY 


KRAGG |S INSUFFERABLE? CHIEF WE/VE 
SOMETHING MUST. 
BE PONE ABOUT HIM/ 


EVER HAP/ 


OH, HE'S BRAVE --YES, YES, YES! 
ANP PEPICATEP TO ' CONSIPER IT WAS 
HIS JOB/ I/LL GRANT HiS £4OSS OF PEPLORABLES 
HIM THAT! BUT, HIS. AN EYE TO BUT, ALL IN 
ATTITUCE TOWARP THE MACHINES -- 


THE LINE OF 
X-5} THE CASUALTIES CUTTY! 


INFLICTED TW THIS BeESENT 
ON HiS MEN-- et | BEHAVIOR MAY 
GENERATE 
NEW PROBLEMS 


YOU FOOL! PON‘T yOu SEE WHAT NEVERTHELESS, 
KRAGG HAS PONE? WHEN HE IT WOMT 
STRIPPED THAT MACHINE OF CHANGE THINGS/ 
ITS FACE, HE REMOVEP ITS KRAGG NOW. WE/RE STILL FACED 
VITAL 24K TO HUMANITY? HEYLL HAVE THE WITH ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY EXPLOSIVE 
s TO SPEAK FOR SITUATION / 
THAT MACHINE 
HAS £0S7 ITS 
> IPENTITY/ 


--ANP MEARE, KRAGG ! 
BUT, CALLING US MEAT- 


COME IN, WE'VE BEEN OH/ THE 
KRAGG. WE/VE RVING TV SCANNER! 
you MUCH TO THE’ CELL THEN YOU HEACS |S NOT THE 
Aiscuss/ OF OUR MUST HAVE REASON FOR YOUR BEING 
CAPTIVE. SEEN-- HERE/ 


GENTLEMEN 


C I-Z HURT 
INSIPE! 


B-BUT THAT'S  7HINKE! IL 
MMPOSS/BLE! 
OH, LORS 
WOW I HURT 


SOMEHOW, L MUST REACH THEM, 
SO THEY’LL UNPERSTANPY PON/T 
THEY SEE THAT WERE BROTHERS /? i 
PO YOU HEAR ME, CALL? 
TeTHEY WILL NOT LISTEN! 


THEY MATE me: WHY 20 


THEY HATE MEM? (8 IT 
BECAUSE THEY PE SYRe MEPP 


NGS OMINOUSLY ONCE 
Logs THE COMPLEX. 


STARS, BNE IT Calms 
“EMOTIONS OF X-B7.. 


W-WHAT 4S 
IT? I/VE NEVER 

SEEN 
ANYTHING 
LIKE IT! 


IN SOME STRANGE MANNER, A BALANCE /S 
RESTORE WITHIN THE CAPTIVE. BUSILY. 


AIS CIRCUITS LEAP TO LIFE. HIS GREAT 
STRENGTH RETURNS! 


NEVER AGAIN SHALL I 
BE BOUND OR HELPLESS 
BEFORE MEN/ NOR SHALL 
I TOLERATE THOSE WHO 
PO IT TO OTHERS, 


BY APPROACHES THE 
MONOLITH. (TIS 
PESTINE? TO SERVE Hip) 
IN THE. ABSENCE OF A 
PEAS MAN. 


EXT < GET IN ON THE 
GROUND FLOOR ANE 


amy epee 


r 


Jack, - 

\'ve read the first four issues of 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY, 
and | have but one thing to say—Fantastic! Your work is as 
good as usual; but | do ‘have a few complaints and suggestions, 
if you don’t mind. : 

First of all, the first two issues were exactly the same, 
except the first was a man, and the second 4 woman. Now, Jack, 
if you keep on doing this your mag is going to go down- 
hill. Instead, you should go into depth on the’ New Seed. For 
instance, 
galaxy encountering new forms of life. You could even say he 
has special powers; like telepathy, of he could even rearrange 
matter with his mind. Something along those lines. 

Now, on your third and fourth issues, | have to say | was 
very pleased. Mafak is a superb character. His merger with 
Jalessa in the fourth issue was great. But when you suddenly 
switched the scene to the future, with a character named Marik, 
supposedly Marak’s descendant, | feared you were going to end 
the comic the way you ended #1 and #2. But when he didn’t 
‘change in the environment the Monolith had created for him, | 
gave a large hurrah! He gave me the impression that he deserved 
to live at a normal fate. Ds os 
Scott Loy 
923 Mayfair Place, Rockford, 1L 61108 


Dear Jack: < 

2001 has a great deal of potential; you seem to. be able to 
bring out the best in the strip. Your larger-than-life style of art 
is perfect, and since your characters are now starting to have 
some dialogue between themselvés, your writing skill is reveal- 
ing more depth. 


Expanding into multi-part sagas was a good idea. However 


the present format, with an incident in the past directly relating 

to an incident in the future may become dull after awhile. Also, 

certain questions beg for answers. What does NASA do when it 

realizes that its deep space astronauts are being kidnapped? And 
what happens 1d the New Seeds as they wander the universe? | 

Jim Golds 

Box 8398 Reynolds Sigtion: Winston-Salem, NC 27109 


i ® 
Dear King Kirby: 


After reading 2001 #4, | feel.! have to pen my thoughts 


about it..! was relieved to see that Marak was not subject to the 
rapid aging process, as were the other protagonists of this mag. 
Technically, | think the comic is a work of art. The drawings 
are perfect and you have elaborated the thoughts of a pretty 
confusing movie into an understandable format. - < 
Is it possible to explain more about the Monolith? As the 
it deserves; a little more 


focal point of the series, | think 


you could have the little guy speed around the, 


’ 


attention. And why not do astory in which wesee whathappens 
when/if a pringipal character defies the Monolith? 
- Paul Stefano 
ea 57 Academy oy Derby, CT 06418 

Dear Jack: 

Your tréatment of the ccnGeBts presented in the movie/novel 
2001: A Space Odyssey has brought me to the point of anger. 
It is my opinion that your treatment is entirely off base. Clarke, 
in the novel, gave the impression that the Monolith was just a 
“one-time experiment—4,000,000 years ago—and its purpose 
was just to teach the man-apes how ‘to survive! You're making it 
look like man didn’t make a ores technological advancement 
on his own! 

In forthcoming jesuide: | expect you I} have a Monoloth telling 
the Wright brothers how to build a glider, or telling Edison 
how to make a light bulb! 

Also} you seem to be mired in the past, whilé the movie-novel 
concentrated mainly on the future. |, for one, am much mote 
interested in learning if there ever was a Discovery 2, and what 
_impact the Bowman/Star Child’s arrival had’on earth. 

Edward Oines. 
3609 S. West Avenue #5, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
No one here at Mighty Marvel, least of all Jack Kirby, would 


/quibble.with your right to your own opinion, Ed. However, we 
get the impression that you’ve somehow missed the point of ~ 


this publication—namely, it is not an adaptation of the film, 
2001, King Kirby already attended to that in a large-size Marvel 
Treasury, Rather, this title is Jack’s interpretation and extension 


of a legend; his treatment is not off base, it is entirely his own. ~ 


Your point about attributing too much to the mysterious aid of 
the Monolith as per human achievements is well taken, though, 
Ed—and we appreciate your critical concern and hope we'll 
continue to receive it! 

Dear Jack, 2 

2001 must be a very difficult strip to do, The only 
thing one issue. has in, common with the next is the Monolith. 
Issue #'s 3-4, though, are the best of all the “New Seed” epics. 
Marak the Mereiless seems so real that | think he was the 
prototype for all conquerors, Egel the Thing Maker was totally 
outasite! Why is it that it’s always an old man who has the 
guts to stand up against the local bully? 

Jalessa, too, was an intriguing character. Will we ever see 
her and Marak again? Here's an idea: Follow up on the lives of 
their children and their relationship with the Monolith, The 
weirdest thing about this two-parter was Herb Marik. Why was 
he immune to the evolutian process? Will there be more 
“Random Failures!’ in future epics? 

Jack, while you're not my favorite artist, you’ve developed a 
uniqueness that separates this from CAP, PANTHER, and 
ETERNALS.-1 hope you never leave the strip (unless, of 
course, something even bigger comes along). So, until the New 
Seed evolves into a New Geranium, make mine—er, uh—what 


was that name again? 
? f Bob Lackey 


32 Eileen Drive, Mahwah, NJ 07430 


2007: 


ODYSSey 


scanned by *Wizard* 


